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The 7 Greatest Moments of the Rio

Olympics
MORE OLYMPICS COVERAGE

ISIS Suicide Bomber Who
Killed 51 in Turkey Was
Between 12 and 14 Years Old

Donald Trump’s Support for Forced

Deportation Is ‘To Be Determined’

Fans Freak Out After Frank
Ocean Releases New Album
Blonde

Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte Fires ‘Thousands’ of
Government Officials

Donald Trump to Black Voters:
‘What the Hell Do You Have to
Lose?”
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Everything You Need to Know About the
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The first of China’s big 2014
IPOs arrives on U.S. shores
Thursday. Weibo, a Chinese
social network that allows
people to post real-time
messages of up to 140 Chinese

characters, will list on the
Nasdaq with shares priced at
$17. The company will be
valued at $3.46 billion and raise
around $285 million in the
offering, figures at the low end
of the company’s IPO pricing
range and far below analyst
expectations earlier this vear.
The performance of the Beijing-based startup could portend the
trajectory of both Chinese stocks and the overall tech sector,
which has seen a precipitous decline on Wall Street in the past 37 BB R B e

month. BEEZ 508 DIRE RS =

Weibo is a subsidiary of the Chinese Internet company Sina and is
partially owned by the e-commerce giant Alibaba. Like Twitter,
the website has become a digital water cooler where both ordinary
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*i¥(Attention), IRB (Project)
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E(The people of)
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Weiboscope

Funded by the HKU Seed Funding Program
for Basic Research

Developed in-house at the JMSC
Using Sina API for data collection

Gathered a list of about 350,000 profiles of
users with more than 1,000 followers (2011-
2012)

Regular automated task to download the
posts made by these users



Deleted posts timeline
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Regular "checks" by Weiboscope



Open Data Access

Data Set Statistics:

e 226 million anonymized weibo messages
published in 2012

* Collected from 14 million unique weibo
users

* 10 million deleted messages (‘permission
denied’ messages: 86k)

URL link:
http://weiboscope.jmsc.hku.hk/datazip/

When using the data, please cite the paper
below.

* King-wa Fu, CH Chan, Michael Chau.
Assessing Censorship on Microblogs in
China: Discriminatory Keyword Analysis and
Impact Evaluation of the 'Real Name

Registration' Policy. IEEE Internet
Computing. 2013; 17(3): 42-50

The project is funded by the HKU Seed
Funding Program for Basic Research.

Open Weiboscope Data Access

= M Journalism and Media Studies Centre

S The University of Hong Kong

S KU BEASHERERTEPO

Welcome to the Open Weiboscope Data Access website. Weiboscope is a data collection and visualization project developed by the research team at the Journalism and Media Studies Centre, The

University of Hong Kong (JMSC). One of the objectives of the project is to make censored Sina Weibo posts of a selected group of Chinese microbloggers publicly accessible, which enables academic use of
the data for better understanding of the social media in China and making the Chinese media system more transparent.

Since January 2011, the project has been regularly sampling timelines of more than 350,000 Chinese microbloggers who have more than 1,000 followers. The methodology has been detailed in an [EEE
Internet Computing article (Fu, Chan, Chau, 2013). Besides, we have sampled Sina Weibo accounts randomly since 2012 and the samples' most recent timeline were collected and stored into the dataset. Qur
sampling approach is reported in a PLOS ONE article (Fu, Chau, 2013).

This site contains all the Weiboscope data collected in the year 2012. We are delighted to share the data for open access. But for ethical reason, the data are anonymized, i.e. real user and message id are
replaced by pseudo ID. When using the data, please cite the paper below.

King-wa Fu, CH Chan, Michael Chau. Assessing Censorship on Microblogs in China: Discriminatory Keyword Analysis and Impact Evahiation of the 'Real Name Registration’ Policy. IEEE Internet
Computing. 2013; 17(3): 42-50. http://doi ieeecomputersociety.org/10.1109/MIC.2013.28

Data Set Statistics:
* Number of weibo messages: 226841122
o Number of deleted messages: 10865955

* Number of censored (Permission Denied’) messages: 86083
* Number of unique weibo users: 14387628

Enquiry: Send your question‘comment to weiboscope @gmail com or follow us on Google+.
The project is funded by the University of Hong Kong Seed Funding Program for Basic Research.
‘Weibo data:

¢ Data Set Information: Readme
* 2012-01-02 to 2012-01-08: week1.zip

® 2012-01-09 to 2012-01-15: week2.zip
* 2012 week3.2ip

-16t0 2012-01-22:
.20 -23t0 2012

® 2012-01-30 to 2012-02-05: week5 zip
® 2012-02-06 to 2012-02-12: weeké zip
® 2012-02-13 to 2012-02-19: week7 zip
® 2012-02-20 to 2012-02-26: weekS zip
® 2012-02-27 to 2012-03-04: week9.zip
® 2012-03-05 to 2012-03-11: week10.zip
® 2012-03-12 to 2012-03-18: week11.zip
® 2012-03-19 to 2012-03-25: week12.zip




Development (as of 2016 February)

e Publications

. quo%?)c)hau (2013), Fu, Chan & Chau (2013) Fu & Chau (2014), Fu et al

e Co-authorship/Open data sharing
e Public health: Fung et al (2014, 2015),
e China studies: Nip & Fu (2016), Cairns & Carlson (2016)
e Political Sciences: Jiang et al (2015), White, Fu & Benson (2013),
e Environmental sciences: Auer & Fu (2015),

e Information sciences: Liao, Fu, Hale (2015), Zhang & Goncalves (2015), Liu et al
(2015), and many PhD thesis

e Research Grant
* GRF, CCK Foundation, HKU Knowledge Exchange Fund

e Others
* Freedom House, FreeWeibo etc.



Public Opinion Leaders on Sina Weibo
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WeChatscope — a pilot

1. Use account ID to search on third party search engine

100 Wechat Public Accounts: Name, ID, Description, Icon
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2. “Click” into the account page

Click on Every Title
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3. Inspect every post
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4. Compare timeline

10 minutes before

Now
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Pilot Results (Between 30 July-15 August)

— Content +Warning Messages

(89 posts — 2 (inaccessible) = 87 posts)

— Title + Warning Messages (90 posts)
Deleted Post

— Content (over 400 posts)



10 Warning Messages 7 Rules
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(7) WASER. . 8. Bh. BHEREEREERN:

Against laws, regulations and
policies

Account censored due to against
laws and regulations
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TERRRETEE, CRREER
28, BREERRBAPEESR
SR PR

! False information

Induction of following/sharing

Against provisions issued by
Cyberspace Administration of China

! Complaint from readers
! Against regulations
! Plagiarism
°

Account censored due to
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0
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 RRADEZREABNES, RESNRENELAR
B ki DRMEEREBRY, ETASLE.

vulgarization or pornography

Infringement of reputation right or
privacy right




Let’s get our hands dirty (30
mins)

e Task

e To collect recent weibo data from a selected set of
accounts using Sina’s Open API

e To convert the raw data to csv file
e To generate simple descriptive statistics



Steps:

1. Create a weibo account

2. Create an app and obtain an authorized token
access key*, i.e. in the form of say
2.00VUGZIGiIVGQD6c8173f49eedYzRD

3. Browse the Sina Open API’s link, i.e.
https://api.weibo.com/2/statuses/friends timelin
e.json?access token=2.00VUGZJGiIVGQD6c8173f
49eedYzRD&count=5

4. JSON parser - https://konklone.io/json/
5. Open the result.txt file and start to analyze

*Reference: https://www.cs.cmu.edu/~lingwang/weiboguide/



