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• An overview
• Weiboscope
• WeChatscope – a pilot study

• Practicum



Weiboscope



Weiboscope
• Funded by the HKU Seed Funding Program 

for Basic Research
• Developed in‐house at the JMSC
• Using Sina API for data collection
• Gathered a list of about 350,000 profiles of 

users with more than 1,000 followers (2011‐
2012)

• Regular automated task to download the 
posts made by these users
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Open Data Access
• Data Set Statistics:

• 226 million anonymized weibo messages 
published in 2012

• Collected from 14 million unique weibo 
users

• 10 million deleted messages (‘permission 
denied‘ messages: 86k)

• URL link: 
http://weiboscope.jmsc.hku.hk/datazip/

• When using the data, please cite the paper 
below.

• King‐wa Fu, CH Chan, Michael Chau. 
Assessing Censorship on Microblogs in 
China: Discriminatory Keyword Analysis and 
Impact Evaluation of the 'Real Name 
Registration' Policy. IEEE Internet 
Computing. 2013; 17(3): 42‐50

• The project is funded by the HKU Seed 
Funding Program for Basic Research. 



Development (as of 2016 February)
• Publications

• Fu & Chau (2013), Fu, Chan & Chau (2013) Fu & Chau (2014), Fu et al 
(2013)

• Co‐authorship/Open data sharing
• Public health: Fung et al (2014, 2015), 
• China studies: Nip & Fu (2016), Cairns & Carlson (2016)
• Political Sciences: Jiang et al (2015), White, Fu & Benson (2013), 
• Environmental sciences: Auer & Fu (2015), 
• Information sciences: Liao, Fu, Hale (2015), Zhang & Gonçalves (2015), Liu et al 

(2015), and many PhD thesis

• Research Grant
• GRF, CCK Foundation, HKU Knowledge Exchange Fund

• Others
• Freedom House, FreeWeibo etc.



“Weibo Anti‐corruption” 微博反腐
Public Opinion Leaders on Sina Weibo

Nip, J. Y. M., & Fu, K.W. (2016). Challenging Official Propaganda? Public Opinion 
Leaders on Sina Weibo. The China Quarterly, 225, 122‐144. 



Deleted Account

Warning Message:
Account Does Not Exist

Account Exists

100 Wechat Public Accounts: Name, ID, Description, Icon 

1. Use account ID to search on third party search engine

WeChatscope – a pilot



Account Page

2. “Click” into the account page

Click on Every Title



Deleted Post Wechat Post

3. Inspect every post
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Pilot Results (Between 30 July-15 August)

Deleted Post

Content +Warning Messages

Title + Warning Messages (90 posts)

Content (over 400 posts)

(89 posts – 2 (inaccessible) = 87 posts)



Against laws, regulations and 
policies

Account censored due to against 
laws and regulations

False information

Induction of following/sharing

Against provisions issued by 
Cyberspace Administration of China

Complaint from readers

Against regulations

Plagiarism

Account censored due to 
vulgarization or pornography 

Infringement of reputation right or 
privacy right

10 Warning Messages 7 Rules



Let’s get our hands dirty (30 
mins)
• Task

• To collect recent weibo data from a selected set of 
accounts using Sina’s Open API

• To convert the raw data to csv file
• To generate simple descriptive statistics



Steps:

1. Create a weibo account
2. Create an app and obtain an authorized token 

access key*, i.e. in the form of say 
2.00VUGZJGiIVGQD6c8173f49eedYzRD

3. Browse the Sina Open API’s link, i.e. 
https://api.weibo.com/2/statuses/friends_timelin
e.json?access_token=2.00VUGZJGiIVGQD6c8173f
49eedYzRD&count=5

4. JSON parser ‐ https://konklone.io/json/
5. Open the result.txt file and start to analyze 

*Reference: https://www.cs.cmu.edu/~lingwang/weiboguide/


